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Could it be that the Bush Administration
is thinking of starting another war – this time
with Ir an?  Listening closely , y ou can hear the
drumbeats of war despite the U.S. having a
military often described as “brok en,” a three
trillion dollar debt for the two wars already
being waged, and an economy in crisis.  Listen
to the drumbeat…

Pulitzer prize-winning journalist Seymour
Hersh published an article in the  New Yorker
(July 7 & 14, 2008) outlining the plans for war
against Iran. In that article, he described how
last year the president secretly asked Congres-
sional and Senate leaders for $400 million for “a
major escalation of covert actions against
Ir an.”  A group of eight R epublican and Demo-
cratic leaders were briefed and okayed the
spending, but at least one was so bothered
that he/she contacted Hersh and other news
outlets to make this
public. The funding
was approved at the
same time that a
National Intelligence
Estimate (NIE) was
released saying that
Ir an w as not work -
ing on nuclear
weapons.  Despite the NIE, the administration
has continued to say that urgent action is
essential.

Joschka Fisher , the former German
Foreign Minister , w as quoted in the Hersh
article, “Should this newest attempt fail [per-
suading Iran to stop its peaceful nuclear pro-
gram], things will soon get serious.  Deadly
serious. ”

Defense Secretary Robert Gates was
reported to have said during a lunch meeting

with Democrats that a preemptive strike on Iran
could have dangerous consequences. More specifi-
cally , he said that such an action would “create
gener ations of jihadists. ”  His comments “stunned
the Democr ats at the lunch. ”  Gates has since
backed down from this comment.

The most troubling piece of Hersh’s article
is that the eight Congressional leaders were briefed
on this $400 million package, which included a
provision allowing for deadly force.  The four
Democrats were House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Senate Intelli-
gence Committee Chairman John D . Rock efeller IV ,
and House Intelligence Committee Chairman
Silvestre Reyes.  For the package to be approved,
at least some of these Democr ats had to sign off .
Hersh leaves us to guess which of the four agreed
and which were opposed enough to leak the story .

In a previous New Yorker  article [“The Next
Act, ” 11/06], Hersh re-
ported that Vice President
Cheney is convinced that
the U.S. should attack
Iran before the current
administration leaves
office because of the fear
that the next administra-
tion wouldn’t do it.

Hersh is not the only journalist watching
the Ir an situation carefully . John H. Richardson
warns that the Bush administration is “headed
straight for war with Iran” and that “it had been
set on this course for y ears. ”   [ Esquire , No vember ,
2007, “The Secret History of the Impending W ar With Ir an

That the White House Doesn’ t W ant Y ou to Know .”]

The alternative media web site
Counterpunch  published a story in May regarding
the change in leadership of the Central Command
for the Middle East:

[Admir al William] F allon has since
departed.  His abrupt resignation in
early March followed the publication of
his unvarnished views on our policy of
confrontation with Iran, something
that is unlikely to happen to his
replacement, George Bush’s favorite
general, David Petraeus. ...Though
Petraeus is not due to take formal
command at Centcom [United States
Centr al Command] until late summer ,
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United States Prepares for More War



Over 38 years, the Peace Education Center (PEC) has tackled some tough issues and
causes.  It was 30 years ago when the PEC, led by John Masterson and Barbara Thibeault,
coordinated an international campaign to free Sami Esmail, a Michigan State University (MSU)
student unjustly detained and imprisoned by Israeli Defense Forces.  It took a tenacious effort
to gain his release.

Personally , we’v e been trying to get the full Sami Esmail story directly from Masterson,
but we can’t ever seem to slow him down long enough.  At 70, Masterson – who claims to be
“just a math professor” – is currently busy with a cause just as
tough as the one 30 years ago.  The case this time is the plight of
Efren P aredes, Jr .

The Peace Education Center has joined John in this difficult
struggle.  The PEC Board is officially supporting justice and
freedom for Efren.  The PEC is among a long line of organizations
and individuals asking Governor Jennifer Granholm for justice in this
case.  She has the power to grant a pardon or can commute the
sentence.  Y ou can help in this endea vor b y mailing the enclosed
card to the Governor encouraging her to do so.

The Injustice Must End (TIME)

On March 8, 1989, a grocery store manager was murdered
in St. Joseph, Michigan.  A 15-year old Latino honor student was
convicted of murder and armed robbery and was sentenced to
three life terms, two with no parole.  The conviction was based strictly on circumstantial
evidence and the story is set in an out-of-kilter justice system and filled with a rogue’s gallery
of char acters.  As a result, Efren P aredes, Jr ., is spending his 19 th  y ear in prison for murder he
did not commit.

Space limitations prevent us from recounting the full scope of injustice in this case.
Details are posted at the PEC web site, as well as web site for The Injustice Must End (T .I.M.E.)
Committee at www.4efren.com .

The Paredes case has drawn the attention of Amnesty International, the National
Lawyers Guild, and numerous scholars and activists.  Efren’s appeal for freedom is supported by
Paul Ciolino, a renowned private detective and wrongful convictions expert.   Please read
Ciolino’s letter about the case in this edition of Peace Notes .

We ask y ou, toda y, to sign and send the enclosed post card supporting justice for Efren
to Governor Granholm.

Yours in the Struggle,

Co-Chair Report from Tom & Melissa
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PEC Supports Freedom for Efren Paredes, Jr.

Lansing and the Cost of the Iraq War
By  Jerome L. Reide

Perhaps you have seen the billboards in
Lansing recently that read:

“ONE DAY OF THE IRAQ WAR = $720,000,000
How would you spend it?”

The billboards were put up by the Greater
Lansing Network Against W ar & Injustice (GLNA WI).
The billboard may make some think about local needs
and how many tax dollars are diverted from the
Lansing metropolitan area because they are spent on
the war in Iraq.  Lansing taxpayers will pay $163
million for total approved spending for the war in Iraq
to date.

What could Lansing have done with the same
amount of money?  According to The National Priori-
ties Project/Bringing the Federal Budget Home web
site, Lansing could, with that money:

l Provide 121,858 children with health care for
a year

l Pay 3,382 public safety officers for a year

l · Supply 2,302 elementary school teachers for
one year

l Make health care available for 61,274 people
for a year

l Make 1,314 affordable housing units available

l Give 16,759 scholarships to college students
for one year

We need feder al money to stop foreclosures
that put Lansing families out on the street.  The tax
dollars going to Iraq could also help find a permanent
solution to the high cost  of gas, milk, and groceries.

We also need to ask about the incalculable
cost in the precious human lives of U.S. soldiers, as
well as Iraqis. The billboards remind us every day to
ask: How much more is the Iraq war going to cost
us?

For more information:
http://www.nationalpriorities.org/costofwar_home

Attorney Jerome L. Reide is Chair of the Legal Redress
Committee of the Michigan State Conference, NAACP.  He
has served as Deputy Director, National Field Operations,
NAACP, and Director, Justice Initiatives Division, State Bar
of Michigan.  A MSU alum with a Ph.D. in Political Science-
Urban Studies, Reide has taught Conflict Management at
Bowie State and Human Diversity and  Human Conflict at
Wayne State.

Tom Rico
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Co-Chairs, Peace Education Center
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The Injustice Must End (Time)
P.O. Box 858
Battle Creek, MI 49016

Last year I was retained to investigate the possible wrongful conviction of Efren Paredes Jr.  Paredes was
convicted of a brutal robbery/homicide case that occurred in March of 1989 when he was fifteen years old.
The case against him was based on the words of informants and co defendents who spent the minimum time in
prison while Efren got life in prison as a juvenile.

There is not one shred of credible evidence to suggest that Paredes was involved in the murder.  No weapon,
no eye witnesses, zero physical evidence, no motive, no prior conduct to suggest that a 15 year old student
athlete, and honor roll student with zero criminal  background, would have planned, participated or committed
this murder.  The community and jury were sold a bill of goods based on the word of drug dealers and thieves.

I am the author of the textbook In the Company of Giants, the co-author of  Advanced Forensic Criminal
Defense Investigations & Advanced Forensic Civil Investigations as well as numerous articles published in
international and national publications.  I have been investigating wrongful conviction cases for over twenty
years throughout the United States.  I have helped exonerate and bring home five death row inmates who were
innocent.

This case reeks of police and prosecutorial misconduct.  The racial overtones are everywhere.  Paredes (who
is Hispanic) was treated as though he was a member of the terrorist group Al Quada.  In reality he comes from
a family where there are no criminals, no gang affiliations, nothing but law abiding, hard working, middle class
productive members of society.  The injustices committed against this family have reached catastrophic propor-
tions.  It is time to end this charade and bring Efren Paredes home.

I am urging people to support the campaign to exonerate Efren for many reasons.  The most being is that the
next Efren Paredes may be your son, or your brother, or your Father.  Enough already.  Stop the torture and
injustice against this man.

Paul J. Ciolino

Key  Points in Efren Paredes’s Wrongful Conviction

The full, shocking details of Efren Paredes’ wrongful conviction case are available on the web site,
www .4efren.com.  The full case history is posted on the PEC web site at www .peaceedcenter .org.

l  Efren was home with his family when the crime was committed.
l  There was not gun powder residue or any other trace evidence found on the shoes Efren wore the
evening the crime was committed.
l  One co-defendent stated Efren wore a sweater the night of the crime and concealed a gun under his
sweater while working that evening.  A cashier at the store, Efren, and Efren’s mother testified Efren
was wearing a shirt and tie, not a sweater .
l  Efren’ s co-defendents alleged he w as with them two da ys prior to the crime planning the robbery .
Efren, howev er, w as with a female friend from work during that time.

Many more facts lik e these can be found in the full case study .

‘And Justice for All’:  The Case of Efren Paredes, Jr.
Paul J. Ciolino is a renowned investigator who specializes in criminal defense, fraud investigations, and
wrongful  convictions.  Below are Ciolino’s words and assessment regarding the wrongful conviction  of
Efren Paredes, Jr. based on a letter sent to T.I.M.E.

I went to the prison to visit Efren July 7,
2008.  I was so impressed by Efren when I was
there.  He is such an inspiring figure.  He has been
wrongfully convicted of a crime and lost almost 20
years of his life, which in all accounts would seem
to give him justification to be angry about his
imprisonment; but instead he has chosen to spread
a message of hope, service, and a higher calling to
his fellow prisoners.

Efren started a group called Latin American
and Spanish Speaking Organization (LASSO) in the
prison.  Several prisoners of Latin American de-
scent and a few prisoners from African American
and Caucasian backgrounds get together to talk
about human rights issues, current events, politics,
and listen to speakers.  I went to speak to LASSO
on behalf of the P eace Education Center , but
honestly , after hearing Efren’ s amazing talk about
service and a higher calling, and watching these
prisoners nod in agreement, I felt I was the one
there who was to learn something – not the other
way around.

I stood up and explained the work of the
PEC and why working toward a better world was  so
important to me.  They really appreciated knowing
that I had struggled, too, and honored and ap-
plauded me for using my past experiences as my
calling to work for justice.  They even threw me a
few hardball questions, asking me about my opin-
ions concerning human rights abuses in China; they
were educated and concerned citizens.  Even more

amazing was to see them respond enthusiasti-
cally to the mission of the PEC and ask how they
can help us out.  They even offered to do
fundraising right out of the prison for us.

I look forward to seeing them all again,
and to continue to support Efren’s work within
the prison while he is there – though I’m sure
that he will not be there much longer; he de-
serv es to be out here with us.  Co-chair T om Rico
is scheduled to meet Efren and LASSO at the
prison on November 3, 2008.
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PEC Co-Chair Meets Efren Paredes, Jr.
By Melissa Osborn

Efren at Age 15 (left) and Age 33



there are abundant signs that something may happen before then.  A Marine amphibious
force, originally due to leave San Diego for the Persian Gulf in mid June, has had its sailing
date abruptly moved up to May 4.  A scheduled meeting in Europe between French diplomats
acting as intermediaries for the U.S. and Iranian representatives has been abruptly cancelled
in the last two weeks.  Petraeus is said to be at work on a master briefing for Congress to
demonstrate conclusively that the Iranians are the source of our current troubles in Iraq,
thanks to their support for the Shia militia currently under attack by U.S. forces in Baghdad.
[ Counterpunch.org,  “Democr ats Oka y Funds for Co vert Ops, ” Ma y 2, 2008, Andrew Cockburn.]

Former  weapons inspector Scott Ritter suggests that the march toward an attack on Iran is
very similar to the run-up to the war on Iraq: “Iraq had been placed in the impossible position of having
to pro ve a negativ e, a doomed process which led to w ar. I am fearful that the EU-3 is repeating this
same process, demanding Iran refute something that doesn’t exist... .The implications of such a morally
and intellectually shallow posture could v ery well be disastrous. ”   [ The Guardian , “The Loser ’s Game, ” March

6, 2008]

Most of the media are blithely going along
with White House fear mongering that Iran is on
the verge of having nuclear weapons and needs to
be stopped.  At the May 10 Michigan Policy Sum-
mit in Lansing, Amy Goodman of Democracy Now!
told the PEC’s Peace Podcast  that the corporate
media repeated the Bush administration’s lies
about Ir aq’ s WMDs.  “Y et, ” she said in reference
to Iran, “[the corporate media] are doing exactly
the same thing, reading from the same scripts,
[and] talking about weapons of mass destruction
when the National Intelligence Estimate of the 16
main intelligence agencies in this country said it’s
not true, the evidence isn’t there.  The IAEA – the
International Atomic Energy Agency – says the
same thing.  And you can keep hearing this man-
tr a, ‘W eapons of mass destruction’ for Ir an. ”  [PEC

Peace Podcast  video at www .peaceedcenter .org]

Is there another issue now that is more
critical?  A U.S. war with Iran, a country five
times bigger than Iraq, would ruin the U.S. and would destabilize the entire world for years to come!
What can you do?

1.  Mail in the enclosed action post card addressed to Carl Levin, Michigan’s senior U.S. Senator and
Chair of the Senate Arms Services Committee.

2.  Call members of Congress toll-free at 1-800-826-3688 and tell them in no uncertain terms that
war with Iran will not be tolerated.  Also, don’t forget to call the four Democratic leaders who were
briefed.

3.  Support the actions of the P eace Education Center , and contact national peace and justice
groups, such as United for Peace and Justice, Peace Action and American Friends Service Committee
(AFSC), about this critical issue.

United for Peace & Justice (212) 868-5545
Peace Action (301) 565-4050
AFSC (312) 427-2533

4.  Contact news outlets and demand that this topic be covered in depth and without simply
parroting the White House spin.  Send your letters-to-the-editor to Lansing State Journal  at:  Letters
to the Editor , Lansing State Journal, 120 E. Lena wee Street, Lansing, MI 48919

Contributing to this report:  Bob Wasserman, Becky Payne, and Tom Rico.

Action Team Updates

Youth Outreach! Program  renames itself
The task force formerly known as the Y outh and Military T ask F orce has renamed and refocused.
The Youth Outreach! Progr am works to ensure that y outh ha ve an understanding of peace culture
and history and access to balanced information about military service. Read more at
www .peaceedcenter .org.

MEAC update
The Middle East Awareness Committee (MEAC) will be attending two key Middle East confer-
ences in A ugust and September , as it works and builds relationships with individuals and
organizations working for peace in the Middle East.  MEAC’s programming this year will
feature speakers and movie presentations that focus on strategies for peace in Palestine/
Israel.

COMET: continues its analysis of military spending and conducts a popular monthly book club at
Everybody Reads Bookstore in Lansing.  COMET hopes to return its Democracy Now! programming
back to the airwaves after the local cable conglomerate effectively pulled the plug on local cable
access TV.

NOTE:   The P eace and Healing and Africa Affairs and P olicy T ask F orces are currently on hiatus.
Please contact the PEC at 517-889-1175 for more information.

Peace Profile:  Frieda Brown: Long-time PEC Member & Supporte r
Frieda Brown first encountered the organization now

called the Peace Education Center in 1970, when she met  John
Masterson at an MSU movie screening. Since then, Frieda has
served on the PEC board, participated in numerous PEC events,
attended nearly every annual meeting, and has been an
important continuing voice in the peace movement. Asked about
what inspires her continuing support of the PEC, Brown says “I
grew up in a home that taught me about our social and political
environment —I had an extr aordinarily progressiv e mother . She
was alw ays an activist, for as long as I can remember . As I grew
up I examined a lot of that, the way I feel and think about social
and political issues keeps me involved and contributing to
organizations lik e the PEC that really help people. ”

It wasn’t just her mother that influenced Brown’s beliefs.
“I w as a child of the depression, ” sa ys Brown. “I am extremely
sensitive to that. With the New Deal  I never thought we would
go back to where we were in the 1930’s, but this is the worst
situation I can remember . I really didn’ t think it could get worse
than Nix on.” Though she retired from the PEC board in 1997,
Brown has continued volunteering in a number of capacities,
from working at the library at the Meridian Senior Center to
helping a friend with a bookstore. But she continues to read
about social justice issues affecting the world’s peoples. “I wish
we didn’ t need the P eace Education Center ,” she sa ys, “but this
country’s never needed it more. Sometimes I wonder if we’re
bey ond repair ,” she sa ys, “but we ha ve to k eep trying. ”

This is the first in a series of features about PEC members that
will appear in each newsletter.

U.S Prepares for More War  (continued from Page 1)
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East Lansing Protest, March 20, 2008

Frieda Brown

“ I wish we didn’t need
 the Peace Education Center,

but this country’s never
needed it more. ”

  - Frieda Brown
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PEC Upcoming Events

August
4:   PEC Board Meeting, UU Church, 7 p.m.
8-10:   Great Lakes Folk Festival, East Lansing
14:   Middle East Affairs Committee (MEAC), UU Church, 7 p.m.
21:   PEC Programming Committee, UU Church, 6 p.m.
23:   Caribbean Festival, Lansing Community College
27:   Youth Outreach! Progr am, UU Church, 7 p .m.

September
4:   PEC Board Meeting, UU Church, 7 p.m.
11:   MEAC, UU Church, 7 p.m.
18:   PEC Programming Committee, UU Church, 6 p.m.
19-20:   Old T own Blues F est
24:   Youth Outreach! Progr am, UU Church, 7 p .m.

8

The weekly Peace Vigil continues every Friday at the Capitol at Noon.  Everyone is
encouraged to participate in the vigil.  Signs are provided.

Call
517-889-1175
to Volunteer at
the Caribbean

Fest and/or
BluesFest.


